The Grizzly Bear

Zenas Leonavd describes the following encounter between two trappers and a grizzly
bear in September 1831 while trapping somewhere along the Laramie River:

“They had meandered the creek till they came to beaver dams, where they set their
traps and turned their hovses out to pasture; and weve busily engaged in
constructing a camp to pass the night in, when they discovered, at a short distance
off, a tremendous large Grizzly Bear, rushing upon them at a furious vate. They
immediately sprang to their rifles which were standing against a tree hard-by, one
of which was single and the other double triggered; unfortunately in the hurry, the
one that was accustomed to the single triggey, caught up the double triggeved gun,
and when the bear came upon him, not having set the trigger, he could not get his
gun off; and the animal approaching within a few feet of him, he was obliged to
commence beating it over the head with his gun. Bruin, thinking this vather rough
usage, turned his attention to the man with the single triggeved gun, who,

in trying to set the trigger (supposing he had the double triggered gun)

had fived it off, and was also obliged to fall to beating e
the ferocious animal with his gun; finally, it left
them without doing much injury, except tearing

the sleeve off one of their coats and biting him
through the hand.”




